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WEATHE The past week was one of extreme temperatures with very cold weather early in the

week followed by unseasonably warm weather' the latter half. Below zero readings

were ,mon across the State Wednesday morning with many places having temperatures

betwee_ -10 and -20 degrees. O'Neill was the coldest reporting point with 24 degrees below

zero. lT_/e",warming trend began Thursday afternoon and continued through Saturday afternoon

and night. Temperatures reached_ the 50s in the east Saturday afternoon and the 60s" _d

7Os el_ewhere,agd that night failed to drop to the freezing mark. InCreased cloudiness
I J , , , , , ,kept S_nday s temperatures in the 40s and they fell later in the day as a new mass of cold

• I c

axr p_shed across the St.ate. The average temperatures for the entire week ranged from

slightly below normal in the Panhandle to 9 to 20 degrees below normal in the far east.

Light precipitation early in the week brought, a little snow to the west and added

severai inches to the snow cover in the east, but the bright sunshine and high temperatures

that f_llowed melted the snow rapidly. As the new cold air moved across the State Sunday

it was accompanied by light precipitation amounting to less than a tenth of an inch until

{m tea;bed the southeast where it set off heavier rain and thundershowers. During the

nigh t :he precipitation in the east changed to freezing rain and then to snow. Several

inches of snow covered eastern Nebraska by 6 a.m. Monday and moisture amounts ranged up "'_

to 1.2 I inches at Omaha. High winds and falling temperatures were producing near blizzard

condor ions at Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin time Monday morning.

CROPS Melting snow, along with rain in some areas, added more of that much needed'moisture

--i _to the soll in most sections of the State. Strong winds which occurred early in the

week caused some damage to wheat fields in central and western areas. The possibility of

damagelto wheat and other fall sown grains from low temperatures which occurred during the

same p_riod has also been causing concern. The snow cover had nearly melted away by the

weekend...I . A. snow storm is presently adding some snow in much of Nebrask_a, but strong Winds

are pu_tlng most of this in fence rows. There have been some reports from the Panhandle
S . I

tatlng that the wheat seed which was sown in extremely dry soll last fall has sprouted

following the recent moisture and warmer temperatures.

slow and wet surface conditions continue to delay machine operations in fields_

Activities, in connection with spring cropping have been limited to lining up seed and

fertil_zers, repairing machinery, and obtaining information on new pesticides. Farmers

have spent some time studying the feed grain program, as the sign-up deadline approache_.

S_pplemental feeding continues at a relatively high level• Hay and roughage supp_i6s

remainlhelow average bu_ have generally been adequate.

J

LIVESTgCK Muddy lots_ along with periods of disagreeable weather, have made the feeding

J and care of livestock difficult. There were a few reports of livestock losses
attrib ted to the weather in those areas where the storm last Tuesday became intense. The

season_l arrival of newborn livestock is underway. The young animals have required a lotJ

of care
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, especially during the stormy weather.
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